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political duties or openly opposed to the Party and Government.
Cases were not rare of aspirants to a post making accusations of
anti-Fascism against the holder in order to get him removed.
Such accusations put in danger even Lombardo-Radice, who
was denounced to the Minister for * betraying his oath of loyalty
to the regime *. In every university espionage organized by the
Party organizations in agreement with the Rettori was in later
years very efficient. Professors were summoned by the Rettori
and threatened with ' political' measures for having uttered un-
orthodox words, heard and reported by students or other people.
Compulsory attendance at Party meetings, the wearing of
uniforms and Party badges, and the often unavoidable participa-
tion in politico-cultural activities made many professors appear
outwardly much more Fascist than they were and led them either
into an unpleasant double life, or into a cynical acceptance of
what they hated. The habit of distorting ideas and dissimulating
convictions took hold of the weaker individuals, and consequently
made students lose faith in them. In these circumstances it is the
more remarkable that the general attitude of the professors in
several universities was still opposed to extreme Fascist ideas,
and that even among the younger many preserved the uncom-
promising devotion to learning which they had learnt from their
elders. There was, it is true, among all the younger ones, the
compromise of party membership and the oath of allegiance to
the regime; and there were only a few who preferred to give up
their hopes of a university position in order to avoid these
compromises. But it was accepted as a necessity even by the
most independent advisers of youth, such as Croce or some
Catholic personalities, that it was better to submit to such
'formalities' than to leave the universities completely in the
hands of the * arrivists'.
A review of the political attitude of teachers in universities
would show all shades from extreme squadrist Fascism to extreme
anti-Fascism. Fascism was represented, especially in the faculties
of Law and Political Sciences, either by a number of young
recruits who had absorbed from their new education all the
imperialistic and totalitarian myths, or by such persons as
Gentile, Codignola, and the economist De Stefani, who had an
established fame and thought they were shaping Fascism with
their ideas or, finally, by persons who had been appointed on
account of their Fascist faith, including such pioneers of the
new culture as Giuseppe Bottai. Others, who had been pro-
fessors before Fascism, or had been chosen in a ' political' way,
faithfully obeyed orders from the authorities and, with or with-
out enthusiasm, upheld the legality of the Government-Party